
I am delighted to introduce this first REVIVE! newsletter after an  18-month break in 
printing.  We intend to resume quarterly publications to keep you updated on issues 
related to the opioid epidemic in Virginia.  In 2013, REVIVE! began as a pilot program 
limited to Richmond and the far Southwest.  REVIVE! was expanded in 2015 to include 
the entire Commonwealth of Virginia.   To date, REVIVE! has trained over 5000 lay 
rescuers, 1500 lay rescuer trainers, and 50 law enforcement agencies across the 
Commonwealth.  While this has been quite an accomplishment, the number of opioid 
overdoses in Virginia continues to rise, making our efforts more important now than 

ever.  In 2017, REVIVE! will expand its reach throughout the Commonwealth.  Over the next 3 months, we plan 
on adding 30 additional law enforcement agencies, 500 
lay rescuers, and 100 REVIVE! Trainers.  To that end, a 
major goal is to increase our network of Master Trainers 
across the Commonwealth.  These trainers will be able 
to train REVIVE! Lay Rescuer Trainers. The 
Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental 
Services is also working on partnering with other 
agencies to increase access to Naloxone for training 
participants.  I look forward to leading the REVIVE! 
effort and am interested in any feedback, comments, or 
news  from our readers.  Please send your information 
to me at revive@dbhds.virginia.gov. 
 

Amira Turner 
REVIVE! Coordinator 

TRAININGS ARE BEING SCHEDULED NOW! 
If you’re interested in becoming a Lay Rescuer Master 
Trainer, Lay Rescuer Trainer, or Lay Rescuer as part of 
REVIVE!, please email revive@dbhds.virginia.gov. 
Plans are being made to host trainings across Virginia, 
so don’t miss out! Please pass along the word to all your 
family members, friends and colleagues who may be 
interested. Training events and other information are 
posted on our website. Click here to visit our website. 
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This year, three Remote Area Medical (RAM) clinics 
incorporated REVIVE! trainings into their events.  As 
a result, over 800 individuals were trained in 
REVIVE! Lay Rescuer Training, 571 units of Narcan 
Nasal Spray were dispensed, and 146 Deterra Drug 
Disposal Pouches were distributed.  Training 
participants ranged through over 100 Virginia cities 
and counties.  A huge thank you is owed to Cheyenne 
Harris, Wendy Osinkosky, Jason Perkins, and 
Michele Thomas with the System Lead Capstone 
Project as well as to Sarah Melton and her students 
for assisting with the REVIVE! trainings.  We are 
currently working on incorporating these REVIVE! 
trainings into ALL Virginia RAM’s moving forward. 

http://www.dbhds.virginia.gov/individuals-and-families/substance-abuse/revive
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Facing Addiction in America: Surgeon General’s Report on Alcohol, Drugs, and Health: https://addiction.surgeongeneral.gov/ 
 

Warrenton Police Sergeant Awarded for Training Entire Department in the Use of Naloxone: http://www.fauquier.com/news/
warrenton-police-sergeant-honored-for-second-time/article_753a7476-be37-11e6-a18b-1b87c6df4c24.html 
 

Officers with Hampton Police Division get new tool to help save lives: 
http://www.dailypress.com/news/dp-nws-evg-narcan-hampton-sentara-20161115-story.html 
 

Opioid Addiction Crisis Declared a Public Health Emergency in Virginia:  https://governor.virginia.gov/newsroom/newsarticle?
articleId=18348 
 

Spotsy Equipping Deputies with Anti-heroin Drug: 
http://www.fredericksburg.com/news/local/spotsylvania/spotsy-equipping-deputies-with-anti-heroin-drug/article_349919d3-3e59-5bc1-
a677-b2221b06cea8.html 
 

DEA Issues Warning on Carfentanil: 
https://www.dea.gov/divisions/hq/2016/hq092216.shtml?utm_source=October%20Newsletter%20-%
2009292016&utm_campaign=10042016&utm_medium=email 
 

In just 6 months, Virginia Beach police have stopped 30 heroin overdoses by carrying drug: 
http://pilotonline.com/news/local/health/in-just-months-virginia-beach-police-have-stopped-heroin-overdoses/article_cc52daa9-0213-
5021-b6a9-782d1f12f513.html 
 

Presidential Proclamation -- Prescription Opioid and Heroin Epidemic Awareness Week, 2016: 
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2016/09/16/presidential-proclamation-prescription-opioid-and-heroin-epidemic 
 

Fatal Drug Overdoses: GMU Leading $8.3M Treatment Research: 
http://patch.com/virginia/fairfaxcity/fatal-drug-overdoses-gmu-leading-8-3m-treatment-research 
 

Advocates Push for Widespread Use of Anti-overdose Drug: 
http://www.roanoke.com/news/local/roanoke/advocates-push-for-widespread-use-of-anti-overdose-drug/article_acf1ab4f-4cb0-5d10-
ac90-8e2db33191ed.html 
 

CHANGES IN 2016 IMPACTING NALOXONE ACCESS 
On November 21st, 2016, State Health Commissioner 
Marissa Levine issued a Public Health Emergency for 
the opioid crisis in Virginia.  This was in response to 
continued growing number of opioid overdoses and 
evidence of Carfentanyl having entered into Virginia.  
In response to this Public Health Emergency, Dr. 
Levine has issued a Standing Order for Naloxone 
which serves as a prescription for all Commonwealth 
of Virginia residents to obtain Naloxone from their 
pharmacy without first getting a prescription from 
their doctor. 

KEEP DBHDS UPDATED! 
We are working on increasing our online presence, 
including keeping a current listing of all upcoming 
training events. Once you schedule a training event, 
please email revive@dbhds.virginia.gov so we can 
add it to the website. 

ANONYMOUS NALOXONE ADMINISTRATION SURVEY 
In an attempt to demonstrate program success and 
help in securing funding in the future for REVIVE!, 
we have a link available for lay rescuers to report 
administration of Naloxone.  This survey is 
completely anonymous and is only shared in 
aggregate form.  Please use this link any time you 
administer Naloxone and encourage others to do the 
same:  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/REVIVEVA. 

http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/content/uploads/sites/4/2016/11/Standing-Order-w-o-DEA-FINAL.pdf
https://governor.virginia.gov/newsroom/newsarticle?articleId=18348

